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A highlight of my job is seeing returning campers summer after summer. 
They are often shocked that I would remember them by their name after a 
full year! I love the sense of community at Science Venture, and this would 
not be possible without the support of parents, staff, volunteers, and our 
youth participants! 

A visit to the Science Venture main office often brings gasps of excitement, 
and not because of all the cool science toys. But rather, it’s from the 21 
framed camper t-shirts that hang on our wall. Visitors will often point to a 
t-shirt and say “I came that year” or “I still have that SV t-shirt.” 

Each year, Science Venture continues to grow in offering programing 
year-round. From after-school clubs to in-school workshops, our team is 
bridging the gap throughout the year. Each new t-shirt brings another year 
of discovery, and 2012 is shaping to be the best t-shirt yet!

Best regards, 

Melisa Yestrau 
Director

 

director's message 



In 2011, Science Venture reached 10,180 youth 
across BC.   

Program  # of youth 

Workshops  7,748
Camps   1,507 
Clubs   60
Community Outreach 865

TOTAL   10,180

The University of Victoria’s Science Venture program is a proud 
member of Actua. Actua provides training, resources and 
support to a national network of local organizations offering 
science and technology education programs. Actua members 
reach over 200,000 youth per year.  Please visit Actua on the 
web at www.actua.ca.

2011 at a glance



about science venture



Mission
To inspire all Vancouver Island youth to explore their potential and discover 
their vital role in the world through life changing science, engineering, and 
technology experiences. 

Objectives

 � Ensure that socio-economic backgrounds do not limit youth who may 
participate in our programs

 � Provide positive role models and dispel stereotypes associated with 
the fields of science, technology and engineering 

 � Introduce youth to the university environment in a non-threatening 
and fun manner

 � Inform youth about science, engineering and technology as career 
choices

Established in 1991, the University of Victoria’s Science 
Venture program is operated in partnership with the Faculties 
of Science and Engineering. Programs include hands-on 
workshops, summer camps, school workshops, and community 
events for youth from 5 to 18 years of age. 

about science venture



the team



Twenty-six “Big Kids” from the Faculties of Science, Engineering, 
and Education were hired to develop and deliver programs. 
Each brought a unique passion in their area of expertise from 
earth and ocean science to electrical engineering. 

the team

Junior Counselor Volunteer Program
Every summer Science Venture provides high school students with volunteer 
experience helping with our summer camp. This summer40 “JC’s” dedicated from 35 
to 185 volunteer hours. A big thanks to our awesome volunteers!

Britney Allen

Lisa Arnold

Alexandria Boys

Lia Chalifour

Robert Cook

Simon Diemert

Stefane Dimopoulos 

Rachel Edey

Hedieh Fallah

Jenna Frerot

Lucas Kavanagh

Princess Lafayette

Steve Lonergan

Maia Ludwig-Ives

Danielle Mamic

Jose Mendez

Alyssa Mundy

Stephanie Robertson

Claire Shanna

Crystal Sommer

Cameron Smith

Sarah Welton

Kayli Wilkinson

Jackie Wong

Director 
Melisa Yestrau

Registration
Wendy Meilleur

Camp/Clubs Coordinator
Jace Meyer

Aisa Smithanik 

Instructors



aboriginal outreach



aboriginal outreach

Science Venture collaborated with the Aboriginal STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering Math) program to deliver community driven and culturally sensitive 
outreach. Program partners included the Faculties of Science and Engineering, and 
Office of Indigenous Affairs. 

Programs included:

 � The Aboriginal STEM Middle and High School Tours

 � After School Clubs at Tseycum and T’Sou-ke Nation 

 � Classroom workshops at LAUWELNEW Tribal School

 � Indigenous Mini-U Camp

“The STEM tours were a valuable experience for my 
students to feel comfortable on campus and to get to 
know leaders in the areas of their future goals.”

– Middle School Teacher 



workshops



During the months of May and June, Science Venture staff travelled across 
Vancouver Island to deliver in-school workshops to students in kindergarten 
to grade 6.  Workshops were linked to the BC Science Prescribed Learning 
Outcomes.  

2011 workshop topics

 � I Spy  (Kindergarten) 

 � Force and Motion  (Grade 1)

 � Properties of Water  (Grade 2)

 � Stars and Planets   (Grade 3)

 � Weather or Not (Grade 4)

 � Simple Machines  (Grade 5)

 � AC DC  (Grade 6) 

workshops

7 Workshop topics      263   Workshops delivered 

6,009   Number of youth reached

12,018   Face-to-face contact hours

“Science Venture will ALWAYS be welcome in our classroom!”        

– Grade 4 teacher, SD 62



summer camps



summer camps

Summer Camp (UVic)
Science Venture reached 1,281 youth on campus. Camps offered in 2011 included:

“Thanks so much for the bursary.  Every day my daughter came home 
with loads of did-you-know facts and stories about the great activities.”

- Parent of bursary recipient 

 � Science & Engineering (gr.1-6)

 � CSI:  Victoria (gr.3-6)

 � Extreme Jobs (gr.7-9)

 � Tech Camp (gr.5-9)

 � Engineering Conference (gr.9-12)

Accessibility 
A goal for Science Venture is to ensure that our programs are accessible to all youth.  
With the generous support of our funders, we were able to provide bursaries valued 
at $4,900 for youth to take part in camps at UVic and satellite locations. Additionally, 
funding from Actua ensured that programs reaching underserved youth were offered 
at a reduced rate or at no cost.   

Mentorship
A total of 23 mentors engaged over 1,175 youth in 75 exciting mentor events.  
Mentorship plays a vital role in complementing program delivery, as these individuals 
inspire youth about careers and research. A special thank you to Dr. Ishiguro, Dr. Humphrey, 
Dr. Willerth, Dr. Page, and Duncan Johannessen.
 



satellite camps



The SV travel team spent the summer on the road delivering summer camps in 
eight satellite locations.  A total of 226 youth participated in camps taking place in 
their very own community.   

Communities visited in 2011
 � Opitsaht

 � Hesquiat

 � Ahousaht

 � Ditidaht

 � Tseshaht

 � Port Alberni Friendship Centre

 � Port Alberni Echo Centre

“Students were really interested in all the activities, especially the 
salmon dissection. Usually they just gut the fish without seeing 
how it all works. Most of them hadn’t seen all the parts or had the 
chance to explore how they live.”

– Damon Rampanen, Uu-a-thluk Intern  

satellite camps



additional programs



additional programs
“Science Venture gives my daughter a fun and informative environment 
where she can build foundations for her future endeavors.”

– Mother of female participant

Clubs
Our Saturday Club’s program was offered in the winter of 2011.  A total of 41 youth 
explored science and engineering through experiments, design challenges, and a 
field trip to the Butterfly Gardens.    

Library workshops
SV instructors delivered five summer workshops at Greater Victoria Public Library 
branches reaching a total of 129 youth.  Library workshops provide an opportunity to 
engage youth who may not otherwise attend our programs.   

Middle/High School Workshops
A total of 370 youth from across Canada and China participated in engineering and 
science workshops at UVic.

Girl Guides
From workshops with individual groups to big events such as the Hike for Hunger, SV 
female instructors inspired 205 Girl Guides, Brownies and Sparks.



financial summary

 � NEW PHOTO TO COME FROM CLIENT



September 1, 2010 – August 31, 2011  |  Budget:  $336,106.75

1% Local funders

83% Registration fees

8% Actua support

4% Government

revenue 

expenses

financial summary

4% University support

3% Program materials

85% Staff

5% Operating expenses

5% Transportation and travel

2% Promotion



2011 Science Venture Partners

2011 Actua National Funders 

APEGBC

LaFarge Canada Inc.

 

   Faculty of Engineering     

   Faculty of Science  

   Faculty of Education

Dec 6th Memorial Fund

Shenanigans Promogear

Centre For Biomedical Research


